NAIL BITING FINISH AT THE HILL  1st  Xl  227  for  5,  Tenterden 226  for 7 

	It is some time since we played Tenterten – they even flirted with the Premier Division for a short while – but relegation last season means that we are equals again 
	On our last visit to their ground their likeable scorer, Patrick, who had obviously been a good player in his younger days and was now putting something back into his Club, told me a story about how he had played in a game, opened the bowling and did so against John Edrich, the former Surrey and England opening batsman and induced him to edge the first ball of the day to the wicket-keeper who…….dropped it 
	Edrich then hit the remaining five balls of the over for 4, at the end of which he wandered down the wicket and said to Patrick – ‘Bad luck, bowler’ 
	Sadly Patrick died a few years ago but his team arrived at Hayes and were engaged in an exciting game that went right to the wire 
	‘Mitch’ won the toss, elected to bat and we started solidly enough until Josh played across a straight ball to depart lbw for 10 with the score on 29. Velson and Matt Golding then progressed the total to 55 before Velson was also adjudged lbw, for 29, and when Matt Abbett became the third lbw an assumption was made that Dominic Cummimgs was the umpire involved but, and more to the point, we were 65 for 3 and a substantial partnership was required
	And this is exactly what we got as the MG and Syd Sherlock progressed the score to 161, a stand of 96, before the sports car presented their wicket-keeper with the simplest of chances with his score on 52 
	But Syd was still there and with Louis Pryor (16) – the fourth lbw – and ‘Mitch’ (17 n.o) they took the score to 227 for 5 at the end of the 50th over, which was a little disappointing, given the strong platform that Matt and Syd had laid 
	Syd finished on 75 not out with an innings of great stature, whilst Harrison Pack was the most successful of the visiting bowlers to finish with 3 for 44 
	So Tenterden needed to score at 4.56 an over to achieve victory and started cautiously against our potent opening attack……and Dave Ellicott White, and it was the latter who drew first blood as he had Dan Stckles caught behind for 5 in the sixth over, and when Jon Rodda dismissed their other opener, and Mitch’s deceptive flight produced a gentle catch, our visitors were 92 for 3 in the 23rd over. 
	The next phase of play would be crucial and when Daniel McDonald (57) and Gabriel Gad (51) took the score to 145 for 3 by the end of the 34th over,  they seemed to be perfectly poised for victory 
	However, the first ball of the 35th saw McDonald attempt to hit ‘Mitch’ over the pavilion only to totally miss-time his shot and Jon Rodda, sprinting in – are you sure? – from the mid-wicket boundary, caught the ball just before it crashed into his boot laces. It was not quite as good as the catch he took at Colfeians a few seasons ago but it was far more significant 
	McDonald’s departure meant that Gad now took centre stage and although we soon took a fifth wicket, Gad’s  was the one we craved, and it came when, in attempting to cut Ishmail, he was caught by DEW at short third man and, with 11 balls remaining, Louis took his second catch of the afternoon, a skier following a miss-hook from Jon Rodda’s bowling,  the end of JR’s over seeing Tenterden needing six runs from the final over of the game and Ishmail to bowl it 
	He started well – some intensive coaching from ‘Sully’ during the week paying dividends – to produce two dot balls, but a single and a two off the third and fourth balls had Ishmail muttering, “I must remember what ‘Sully’ told me” and he was back on the money for his fifth only to bowl a horrible wide with his next delivery which, but for a dive of Vicente Guaita proportions from Louis, would have gone to the boundary and seen us defeated 
	Tenterden now needed two runs from the last ball but, and thankfully, Ishmail remembered the words of the master and bowled a dot ball to win us the game, our fifth victory  of the season 
MOM: Syd Sherlock – dealt admirably with some ferocious bowling when he first came to the wicket to ultimately master all of their five bowlers 
(Velson)Devarajulu Lawrence.J  Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 


				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Run	HS		Avge

(Syd) Sherlock 		7		3	171	75*		42.75
M. Abbett			7		0	262	65		37.42
M. Mitchell 			5		2	103	54		34.33	
M.Golding			7		0	221	85		31.57
J. Lawrence 			7		0	171	65		24.42
L. Pryor			7		3	96	33		24.00
 (Velson) Devarajulu		7		0	167	52		23.85 
I. September 			3		0	61	25		20.33
D. Ellicott-White		3		2	19	11*		19.00
J. Rodda			3		0	35	16		11.66
E, Bettridge 			3		1	10	4*		5.00 

Also batted:  D.Ellicott-White  11*  &  3*     *Not out 

				Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

I. September			63..2	8	282	12	3 for 20		23.50
E.Bettridge			66	2	272	11	3 for 36		24.42
D. Ellicott-White		70	7	217	8	4 for 17 		27.12
J.Rodda			68	2	325	10	3 for 54 		32.50
M. Mitchell			70	4	288 	7	3 for 41		41.14

Wicket-keeping   12  -  L. Pryor (12 ct) 
Catches  2- Lawrence, Abbett ,  Deverajulu,  Ellicott-White,  1- Sherlcok Bettridge, September, Rodda 

SOLSTICE BLUES   	2nd Xl  193,   Linden  Park  194 for 9 

	On the day of the summer solstice – or should that be the eve – the 2nd Xl travelled to Linden Park , who sport their own version of Stonehenge, albeit on a more low key level. Doug lost the toss and we were inserted, although an inside source claims that he would have batted had he called correctly 
	(My mind goes back to the day when his Dad, who at the time was skipper of the Football Club’s 2nd Xl, lost the toss to decide which end to defend and suggested to his opposite number “Best of three?” who, dumbfounded, agreed) 
	Apart from three notable exceptions, this was not a day for batsmen, and we lost two early wickets and, to be honest, things did not improve that much and we were bowled out for 193 in 46 overs; and it could have been a lot worse
	Only two players made it to the dizzy heights of double figures and one, as if to  emphasise that there were no  terrors in either the wicket nor the Linden Park bowling, made it into three; and not out at that 
	Coming in with the score on 14 for 2 Nick Morley accumulated runs almost at will and when he realised that the only thing that could prevent him scoring a century was running out of partners, he launched himself into the bowling and must have been grateful to Guy Hannah who played a gritty innings which resulted in a last wicket stand of 25 that enabled him to hit that magic number
	John Harvey, the Linden Park skipper and their very own Druid, finished with 4 for 39 and immediately called for the heavy roller to be employed during the tea interval 
	There is a lot to the expression ‘Runs on the board’ as far as cricket is concerned and when three of their top five continued the pattern of the game – by not getting into double figures – Linden Park found themselves on 75 for 3 and when Kevin Carruthers bowled their stubborn opening bat for 54 it became 114 for 4 after which wickets fell at regular intervals until the score-board read 183 for 9; could their last wicket pair see them home?
	The short answer is ‘Yes’, thanks mainly to the unflappable   Daniel Corner (49 n.o) , who took control after Cobb’s dismissal and scored the winning run from the last ball of the 49th over 
	Doug Forbes, Kevin Carruthers and David Pilgrim all got two wickets each and some quick thinking, and reactions, by Callum Steel and Andrew Pomering, resulted in two run outs on a day when our  standard of fielding was out-standing in contrast to the batting – Nick excepted, of course 
MOM:  Nick Morley  - scored the first OW century of the season and made batting look easy in total contrast to his team mates 
Steel.C (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan Morley.N ) Pomering,A Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim.D Forbes.D Hannah 

					Averages 

					Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

N. Morley 			7		2	277	107*		55.40 
D. Pilgrim			4		2	64	33*		32.00
(Siva) Sivaranjan		7		1	181	81		30.16
(Andrew) Steel		6		3	77	34		25.66
A. Pomering 			6		0	143	54		23.83
(Dan) Seston			7		0	166	54		22.29
C. Steel 			7		0	138	83		19.57
D.Forbes			4		3	19	10*		19.00
K. Carruthers			6		2	66	25		16.50 
S. Dandeniya			6		0	86	46		14.33
G. Hannah			1		0	5	5		5.00



					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

(Andrew) Steel 		65	7	253	12	3  for 35		21.08
K. Carruthers 			67.3	4	278	13	4 for 48		21.38
D. Pilgrim 			65	0	237	11	4 for 49		21.54 
D.Forbes			61	4	261	11	2 for 40		23.72
G, Hannah			63.4	0	279	11	4 for 47		25.36


Wicket-keeping   9  -  S. Dandeniya  (9ct) 

Catches    7- D.Forbes  4  -  C.Steel,  3 -  Carruthers.K,  Morley.N   2 – D.  Pilgrim,  A.Pomering  (Dan) Seston   (Andrew) Steel, 


DEVELOPMENT SIDE PREPARES    Development Side  200 for  6, Sunday  X1  196 for 6 

	No 3rd Xl game this week so skipper Josh Holland agreed to captain the OW Sunday social side against our Development team as they warmed up for the start of their league season 
	Fielding a strong team Development skipper Velsen Deverajulu won the toss and elected to bat and he and Josh Lawrence, his opening Saturday 1st X  partner, shared in an opening stand of 101 to put his side in the driving seat in this 40 overs a side game before he was bowled by his opposing skipper for 46 to put his side in a strong position in the 22nd over 
	Having done his job Velsen looked forward to seeing the rest of his team build on this promising start 
“Josh and I have got us off to the perfect start and I am looking for a total around the 240/250 mark,” he was heard to observe 
	But the Social side had other ideas and although Josh went on to make an impressive 82, Nathan Carpenter in particular enjoyed himself as a member of the fielding side  to finish with 3 for 41, all three of his victims being players with 1st Xl experience 
	In reply the Social Xl initially outscored their Development counterparts as far as the run rate was concerned – when the latter lost their first wicket the score was 101 and at the same point the former had 103, the difference being that they had lost four wickets, but bearing in mind the way the league side had fallen away,  their opponents must have been slight favourites at this stage, particularly as ‘Mitch’ and John Rodda  were starting to build a potentially match winning partnership, and  it had reached 60 when,  attempting yet another quick single, Syd Sherlock turned on a sixpence – that’s 2.5p, Syd, to throw down the stumps with Jon  a good yard out of his crease – that’s about a metre, Syd 
	Brother Stan then joined the party to trap Nathan Carpenter lbw to leave his team needing 20 from the last 11 balls which then became 15 from the last over but, in the end, it gleaned 10 to see them defeated by 4 runs 
	This was a good warm-up game for the Sunday Development side, but they will have to learn to become more clinical after getting themselves into commanding positions 
MOM  -  Josh :Lawrence –  played an innings in which his 1st Xl experience was in evidence and , with less potent attacks likely on Sundays, should have a good season 
Sunday Development:  (Velsen)Devarajulu Lawrence.J (Syd)Sherlock (Dan)Seston Pomering.A Pryor Bettridge Rodda.I (Stan)Sherlock Willis Sellar 
Sunday Xl: Steel.C Holland Nichols.D Mitchell Rodda.J Carpenter.N Pilgrim Carruthers,M Jukes.J Sullivan Gold 




